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d/b/a Verizon Wireless

Development Code Amendment - Verizon Wireless in Washoe County

Verizon requests the language of Washoe County Development Code section 110.324.50
(e)(1) be updated to reflect the rezoning of "Rural Residential" parcels to "General Rural
Agricultural."

Development Code section 110.324.50 (e)(1)

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Sacramento Valley LP

c/o Complete Wireless Cons, 2009 V St.

Sacramento, CA 95818

916-764-2454

MEllis@completewireless.net

916-764-2454

Michelle Ellis

Michelle Ellis, Project Manager

Complete Wireless Consulting

2009 V St., Sacramento, CA 95818

916-764-2454

MEllis@completewireless.net

916-764-2454

Michelle Ellis



 
 

DEVELOPMENT CODE AMENDMENT  
VERIZON WIRELESS  

 
WASHOE COUNTY DEVELOPMENT CODE SECTION: 110.324.50(e)(1) Wireless 
Communication/Cellular Facilities Placement Standards, Monopole Antenna 
 

 
Current Language 
Development Code section 110.324.50 (e)(1) reads, in part: 
 

(e)  Monopole Antenna. The placement of a monopole antenna shall comply with the  
following criteria: 
(1)  Antennas shall be allowed in all Rural Residential, Public/Semi-Public 

Facilities (PSP), General Commercial (GC), Neighborhood 
Commercial/Office (NC), Tourist Commercial (TC), Industrial (I), Parks 
and Recreation (PR), and Specific Plan (SP) regulatory zones. 

 
Amended Language (Requested) 
 

(e)  Monopole Antenna. The placement of a monopole antenna shall comply with the  
following criteria: 
(1) Antennas shall be allowed in all Rural Residential General Rural 

Agricultural (GRA), Public/Semi-Public Facilities (PSP), General 
Commercial (GC), Neighborhood Commercial/Office (NC), Tourist 
Commercial (TC), Industrial (I), Parks and Recreation (PR), and Specific 
Plan (SP) regulatory zones. 



 
 

AMENDMENT SUPPORT STATEMENT 
VERIZON WIRELESS 

 
WASHOE COUNTY DEVELOPMENT CODE SECTION: 110.324.50(e)(1) Wireless 
Communication/Cellular Facilities Placement Standards, Monopole Antenna 
 

 
Introduction  
Verizon Wireless is seeking to improve communications service to residences, businesses, public 
services, and area travelers in Washoe County, Nevada.  Verizon maintains a strong customer 
base in Washoe County and strives to improve coverage for both existing and potential customers.  
A significant portion of County land is zoned General Rural Agricultural (GRA), particularly 
those lands surrounding developed areas.  These GRA zones were previously zoned Rural 
Residential (RR), until new Regulatory Zone Maps were adopted in 2013, reclassifying the area 
as GRA zoning.  While the Regulatory Zone Maps were updated to reflect the new GRA zoning, 
the Specific Plans for these areas were not updated, and still reflect the RR zoning.  Additionally, 
the language of Washoe County Development Code section 110.324.50, governing the placement 
of wireless telecommunication facilities, was not updated.  Verizon is currently developing 
several new wireless facilities in Washoe County, and would like the language of the County’s 
Development Code updated to reflect the current zoning of these GRA parcels. 
 
Language of Code 
Development Code section 110.324.50 (e)(1) reads, in part: 
 

(e)  Monopole Antenna. The placement of a monopole antenna shall comply with the  
following criteria: 
(1)  Antennas shall be allowed in all Rural Residential, Public/Semi-Public 

Facilities (PSP), General Commercial (GC), Neighborhood 
Commercial/Office (NC), Tourist Commercial (TC), Industrial (I), Parks 
and Recreation (PR), and Specific Plan (SP) regulatory zones. 

 
Verizon would like to amend the language of this code section to correctly read: 
 

(1) Antennas shall be allowed in all General Rural Agricultural (GRA), 
Public/Semi-Public Facilities (PSP), General Commercial (GC), Neighborhood 
Commercial/Office (NC), Tourist Commercial (TC), Industrial (I), Parks 
and Recreation (PR), and Specific Plan (SP) regulatory zones. 

 
 
 



Amendment Support Statement – Verizon Wireless in Washoe County 
 

[2] 
 

Conflicting Maps 
The maps below illustrate the conflicting zoning designation of GRA parcels in Washoe County.  
Both examples are taken from the Warm Springs area.  The Regulatory Zone Map, issued on 
11/15/2013, classifies a number of parcels as GRA zoning.  However, the Specific Plan, issued in 
July 1995, shows these parcels to be RR zoning. 
 

Warm Springs Regulatory Zone Map 

 

 
 
  



Amendment Support Statement – Verizon Wireless in Washoe County 
 

[3] 
 

Warm Springs Specific Plan Map 

 

 



Amendment Support Statement – Verizon Wireless in Washoe County 
 

[4] 
 

The “General Rural Agricultural” zoning designation was not used the Warm Springs area at the 
time the Specific Plan was published, in 1995. 

 
 
 
“General Rural Agricultural” is not a zoning designation addressed in the County’s 
telecommunications code either.  
 

 
 
  



Amendment Support Statement – Verizon Wireless in Washoe County 
 

[5] 
 

The Regulatory Zone Maps were updated following the adoption of Bill No. 1654 in November 
2011.  Although this change became effective in 2012, the new zoning designation is not reflected 
in the Specific Plans or telecommunications code. 
 

 
 
Washoe County Bill No. 1654 retained “General Rural Agricultural” as a “Rural” Master Plan 
Category. 

 
 
Additionally, Bill No. 1654 did not amend the table of uses to address Wireless Communications 
Facilities.  The Bill kept the direction to “Article 324,” but did not update the text of Article 324 to 
reflect the new zoning designation.  Verizon seeks to complete that update with this application. 
 

 
 


